
Welcome to the first newsletter for the
Stanford Powwow! 

As the 50th Annual Stanford Powwow
approaches, we decided to
publish a monthly newsletter providing a
unique look into the history of our
Powwow—and some insight into its
extensive planning, amazing Planning
Committee members, and wonderful
sponsors.

Happy reading!
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50th Annual
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29th Annual Stanford Powwow. Photo credit to Linda A. Cicero.
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     Our planning for this year’s event is unlike any other as we keep the COVID-
19 pandemic in mind while envisioning options for hosting our Powwow. The 
planning committee is comprised of approximately 50 students from all class 
years and spread out across the country and in different time zones. We have 
been trying our best to adjust to this new way of planning our
Powwow from afar. The initial plan for the 50th Annual Stanford Powwow is for 
an in-person event adjusted for compliance with University, local county, and 
state health guidelines. If an in-person event is not feasible, our Powwow will be 
a virtual event as was the 49th Annual Stanford Powwow. That being said, we will 
host the 50th Annual Stanford Powwow one way or the other!
     To celebrate the 50th Annual, we created a new website! The website will be 
updated with up-to-date information, along with FAQs for the event and other 
new implementations including an email subscription for those wanting to 
receive emails with the information from our social media posts. View the new 
website at www.stanfordpowwow.com!
     As we continue to plan the Powwow, we intend to keep the public informed of 
any changes as soon as possible. Please follow us on our social media accounts 
via Facebook and Instagram where we regularly post updates. Also be sure to 
sign up for our email subscription through the website to receive notifications 
via email. 

Thank you for your support and encouragement!
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Welcome to the
Stanford Powwow 
     On behalf of the Stanford Powwow 
Planning Committee, we would like to 
welcome you to our monthly newsletters and 
thank you for your interest and continued 
support of the Stanford Powwow! We are 
excited to be planning the 50th Annual 
Stanford Powwow for Mother’s Day 
Weekend, May 7th – 9th, 2021. 
Acknowledging this important milestone, this 
year’s theme is "Indigenous Excellence: A 
Celebration of Generations" to honor and 
recognize the Stanford Native Community’s 
first 50 years—and to inspire younger 
generations to pursue education and 
Indigenous excellence.
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We are continuing to keep the COVID-19 pandemic in mind while we envision

different options for hosting our Powwow. Our current planning is for an in-

person Powwow that will comply with University, local and state health

regulations which will include restrictions on attendance and activities. In the

event an in-person event is not feasible and poses to be unsafe to the community,

our team is prepared to switch to planning a virtual event. A decision on how the

event will be hosted will be made in the coming months.

Powwow Planning Updates 

2021 Vendor App is LIVE! 
     The 50th Annual Stanford Powwow

vendor application is now LIVE on our

website www.stanfordpowwow.com/booth! 

     This year’s application has been adjusted

to reflect our planning for either an In-

Person or Virtual event with the option for

vendors to apply as an In-Person Booth,

Virtual Booth, or both. More changes and

adjustments are listed within the first page

of the application which includes our social

distancing implementations, payment

methods, fees, and more.

     In an effort to make this year’s application cycle contactless, the application is 

available as an online fillable PDF or a printable download. We have also established 

an online payment method for the Booth fees - find the portal on the “Booth” tab of 

our website or hyperlinked in the updated downloadable and fillable applications. 

 Submit your application to the Stanford Powwow Booth Committee at 
powwowboothstanford@gmail.com by January 31, 2021! 

     If you have any questions about the application process, please refer to the Booth 

FAQs on our website or send an email to powwowboothstanford@gmail.com.
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     Hosted by the Stanford
Powwow Planning Committee in
coordination with the Stanford
American Indian Organization 

P H O T O  B Y  L I N D A  A .  C I C E R O  ( 2 0 0 9 )  

(SAIO), the Stanford Powwow is the largest student-run powwow in the nation and
the University’s largest multicultural event. From the beginning of fall quarter to
Mother's Day Weekend, a group of full-time students volunteer thousands of hours  to
plan the Powwow.
     SAIO formed in 1970 to create community among the existing handful of American
Indian and Alaska Native students, to create a collective voice on issues of concern to
Native people and to petition the removal of the “Indian” mascot - an image that
represented Stanford since the 1930s. SAIO membership focused on representing
more of the diversity of Native cultures on campus and thus, hosted its first
intertribal powwow in the spring of 1971. The mascot was ultimately removed in 1972
following a national campaign. For 50 years, and for many years to come, The
Stanford Powwow has been a way for Indigenous cultures in the United States and
Canada to come together and celebrate their existence and resilience, and for Native
students on campus to be recognized and uplifted.
     Celebrating Indigenous excellence has always been a driving force for the Stanford
Powwow, and a triumph for everyone who has participated in its creation. In 1997, the
Stanford Powwow moved from its location of 25 years on soccer fields to the
Eucalyptus Grove, where it has been held every year since - except for 2020’s online
Powwow. The in-person Stanford Powwow had around 30,000 attendees that would
come from all over the country, as well as Canada, and the world. Last year’s Virtual
Powwow’s efforts to keep the tradition alive and the community together, garnered a
collective online viewing of nearly 20,000 people. The online event won the Inspiring
Innovation Award from Stanford University and the Office of Student Engagement for
the 2020 Campus Impact Awards. 
     From having to move Powwow’s location across Stanford campus to finding ways
to safely come together despite a pandemic, Powwow has continued, and will
continue, to be a place for many Indigenous cultures to come together and celebrate
each other's beauty.

Celebrating 50
Years: History
of the Stanford
Powwow  
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Jade is from St. Michaels, AZ and is a senior
majoring in Science, Technology, and Society

with a concentration in Life Sciences and
Health. She is interested in the

multidimensional factors that affect health
amongst Indigenous peoples, and promoting

culturally/traditionally relevant health
practices. She plans on attending medical
school after she graduates from Stanford.

“When I was little, my parents used to bring me
and my sister to this powwow every year to dance

and I never imagined myself actually being a
student at Stanford, let alone serving as the co-
chair of the Powwow. This is now my third year

as the co-chair and I am incredibly honored to be
in this role and proud of our committee. 

Pilamayaye/Ahéhee'.”
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Jade Goodwill
(Navajo/Hunkpapa Lakota/Sisseton Wahpeton Dakota)

Keeping Up With the Committee
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Co-Chairs

Marilyn Frank
(Oglala Lakota/Tlingit/Tsimshian)

Marilyn is from the Pine Ridge Reservation and
is a senior majoring in Environmental Systems

Engineering. She is interested in using her
knowledge to address infrastructure issues
such as housing, water access/quality, food
insecurity, and waste management. While

focusing on the inclusion of  native
methodologies and uplifting voices within the

community to promote sustainable change. She
plans to pursue her Ph.D. in environmental

engineering as well.

““I have been dancing since I was a baby, and it
has always brought me immense joy. I am

extremely grateful that I get to be a part of the
creation of Stanford Powwow and share that joy

with others. 
Pilamayaye.”
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The Stanford Powwow

@thestanfordpowwow

www.stanfordpowwow.com

Sponsored by the Stanford Powwow Planning Committee
PO Box 20090

Stanford, CA 94309

Email: powwow-cochairs@lists.stanford.edu 
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